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Specialized Intensive Course
Advances in Political Ecology Theory
Manchester (UK), 18-22 February 2013

Syllabus

Course Description:

The course Advances in Political Ecology and Theory was designed to support the core aim of ENTITLE: to
train researchers in the emerging supra-disciplinary field of Political Ecology, giving them the theoretical,
analytical and complementary skills that will make them employable in jobs related to environmental policy
analysis and advocacy. The course was structured as an intensive teaching week and combined presentations,
discussions and activities over the course of five days.

The activities were organized by the University of Manchester.

Program:

Monday

18 February

Tuesday
19 February

Wednesday
20 February

Thursday
21 February

Friday
22 February

9 am— | SESSION 1 SESSION 5 SESSION 9 SESSION 13 SESSION 17
10.30
am Giorgos John O'Neill Noel Castree Reading and Stephania Barca
Kallis/Giacomo (University of (University of small group (University of
D’Alisa: Manchester) Manchester) discussion Coimbra)
session: seminar
Introduction to Environmental Theorising texts in Political | Theories and
the ENTITLE Ethics and Nature-Society- Ecology Approaches in
Programme Conflict Capitalism Environmental
9am —9.45 am History
Intro to the
week: The 9.45 -10.30 am
Manchester
Team
CHAIR: MARIA CHAIR: GAVIN CHAIR: ERIK CHAIR: ERIK CHAIR: GAVIN
KAIKA BRIDGE SWYNGEDOUW | SWYNGEDOUW | BRIDGE
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Monday

18 February

Tuesday
19 February

Wednesday
20 February

Thursday
21 February

Friday
22 February

11.00 | SESSION 2 SESSION 6 SESSION 10 SESSION 14 SESSION 18
am -
12.30 | Gavin Bridge Alex Loftus Erik Stefan Phil Woodhouse
pm (University of (King’s College, | Swyngedouw Bouzarovski (University of
Manchester) London) (University of (University of Manchester)
Manchester
Political Everyday : Manchester) Understanding
Ecologies of Environmentalis | Political Ecology Energy struggles over
Extractive m and the o land
Resources Contested Tran5|t|op§ gnd
o Vulnerability:
Politics of Urban Emergent
Metabolism
conceptual
frameworks
CHAIR: MARIA | CHAIR: ERIK CHAIR: GAVIN CHAIR: MARIA | CHAIR: ERIK
KAIKA SWYNGEDOUW | BRIDGE KAIKA SWYNGEDOUW
2.00 SESSION 3 SESSION 7 SESSION 11 SESSION 15 SESSION 19
pm—
3.30 Fellow Post-Doc Maria Kaika Giacomo Fellow
pm presentations Fellows (University of D’Alisa/ Giorgos | Presentations —
Presentations Manchester) Kallis (UAB) Theorising
Environmental
20 minutes + Urban Political Q & A for Conflict (Revised

10 minutes Initial
Poster
Presentation +
Q&A

In Arthur Lewis
Building -
Common Room
(ground floor)

CHAIR: ERIK
SWYNGEDOUW

Q&A

CHAIR: MARIA
KAIKA

Ecology and
Radical
Imaginaries

CHAIR: ERIK
SWYNGEDOUW

Fellows with the
Co-ordinators:
issues,
problems,
administration,
etc...

CHAIR: GAVIN
BRIDGE

Poster
Presentations)

In Arthur Lewis
Building -
Common Room
(ground floor)

CHAIR: MARIA
KAIKA
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Monday

18 February

Tuesday
19 February

Wednesday
20 February

Thursday
21 February

Friday
22 February

4.00 SESSION 4 SESSION 8 SESSION 12 SESSION 16 SESSION 20
pm—
5.30 Fellow 'Movementist' Climate Justice Fellow
pm Presentations workshop with RADICAL Activism in Presentations —
Bertie Russell, MANCHESTER Manchester Theorising
10 minutes Ben Lear and TOUR Environmental
Initial Poster Raph Manchester Conflict (Revised
Presentation + Schlembach Radical Climate Monthly | Poster
Q&A _ _ Manchester Tour (Marc Hudson Presentations)
Climate Justice and
CHAIR: GAVIN in the UK Tour guide: ArwaAburawa) In Arthur Lewis
BRIDGE Jonathan ’ Building -
_ Schofield Common Room
In Arthur Lewis (ground floor)
Building - Meeting place:
Common Room Ng place-
(ground floor) Out_S|de the
National Football
Museum,
Cathedral
CHAIR: ERIK CHAIR: GAVIN ?ﬁé‘iﬁﬂfwm wun | CHAIR: ERIK CHAIR: GAVIN
SWYNGEDOUW | BRIDGE f . SWYNGEDOUW | BRIDGE
or 90 minutes
8 pm — 8 pm —10.30 pm
10.30
pm

FILM: “We Feed
the World”
University Place
2.219

(TBC)
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Biographical Sketches of Instructors:

STEFANIA BARCA is senior researcher at the Centro de Estudos Sociais, Universidade de Coimbra (Center
for Social Studies of the University of Coimbra) where she coordinates the research group on social policies,
labour and inequalities. She obtained her PhD in Economic History from the University of Bari (Italy) in 1997.
She has worked in several Italian Universities, where she has taught Economic and Environmental History. In
2005-06 she was visiting scholar at the Program in Agrarian Studies of Yale University, and from 2006 to 2008
she was a 'Ciriacy Wantrup' postdoctoral fellow at UC Berkeley. She has published a number of articles in
Italian and international History journals, and three books. Her last publication, Enclosing Water. Nature and
Political Economy in a Mediterranean Valley (Cambridge, UK: White Horse Press 2010), has been awarded the
Turku Prize for best book in European environmental history. Her current research project deals with industrial
hazards and the relationships between labor and the environment in a transnational perspective. She also
serves as the vice-president of the European Society for Environmental History (ESEH).

STEFAN BOUZAROVSKI (Buzar) is Professor of Geography at the University of Manchester. He was
previously a professor of Human Geography at the University of Birmingham, UK. He is also a Visiting
Professor for the Geography Section of the Faculty of Science at Charles University, Prague (Czech Republic)
as well as the Department of Economic Geography at the University of Gdansk (Poland). He is the author of
Energy Poverty in Eastern Europe: Hidden Geographies of Deprivation (Ashgate, 2007), having published
research articles on issues of trans-national energy flows, social inequality and urban transformation in post-
socialism in a number of international peer-reviewed journals. He holds doctoral and masters degrees (with
distinction) in, respectively, economic geography and environmental management from the University of Oxford,
UK.Stefan has held various academic and non-governmental appointments, including a Junior Research
Fellowship at Christ Church College, Oxford, a Post Doctoral Research Fellowship at Queen Mary, University of
London and a Larkinson Scholarship at St. Hugh's College, Oxford, UK. He has also led various international
research projects and organisations.

GAVIN BRIDGE is an economic geographer with research expertise in the political economy of natural
resources. He holds a PhD from the Graduate School of Geography at Clark Univesity, Massachusetts (1996).
His research centres on the spatial and temporal dynamics of extractive industries - oil, gas and mining -
and has been funded by the US National Science Foundation, the National Geographic Society, the European
Commission, the British Academy, and the UK Energy Research Centre. Recent projects include research on
land-use changes associated with mining exploration and investment in the Americas, organisational and
geographical restructuring in the international oil sector, and collaborative research to understand the
implications for UK energy security of an evolving ‘global’ market for natural gas. Before joining the School of
Environment and Development at the University of Manchester in 2005, he was Associate Professor of
Geography at Syracuse University, New York, and held a Ciriacy-Wantrup Natural Resources Fellowship at the
University of California-Berkeley. He is the Editor of Transactions of the Institute of British Geographers, and
was Editor of Geoforum from 2009 to 2012. He is co-founder and Chair of the Energy Geographies Working
Group of the Royal Geographical Society-Institute of British Geographers, and a member of the Editorial Boards
of Political Geography, Geoforum and Mineral Economics.

NOEL CASTREE is a Manchester born, British geographer and associate professor in the School of
Environment and Development at the University of Manchester whose research interests are in the political
economy of environmental change. He received his BA from the University of Oxford (1989), and an MA and
PhD from the University of British Columbia (1995), in Vancouver, Canada. Upon completion of his PhD, he
worked as a lecturer at the University of Liverpool for five years until returning home to Manchester. He reached
the rank of Professor in 2004, and received the Gill Memorial Award from the Royal Geographic Society in
2005. He is the author of numerous widely cited articles, monographs, and edited books, including Nature
(2005), and Social Nature: theory, practice and politics (2001) and Remaking Reality: Nature at the millennium
(1998), both co-edited with Bruce Braun.

MARIA KAIKA holds a PhD from the University of Oxford, and an MA in Architecture from the National
Technical University of Athens. She is Professor at the University of Manchester, and currently holds an
honorary position as Professor of the City of Vienna (2012-13). She has held numerous previous posts at the
University of Oxford, University of Leuven (2008), Queen Mary University of London (2007), and at the
European University in Urbino (2006) Maria is the editor of the International Journal of Urban and Regional
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Research, and is the author of numerous articles in top international journals. Her research focuses on urban
political ecology, land rent, land financialization, urban environmental imaginaries, European Environmental
policy, and iconic architecture. She, is also author of the book: City of Flows: modernity, nature and the city and
co-editor (with N Heynen and E Swyngedouw) of In the nature of Cities: urban political ecology and the
metabolism of urban environments

GIORGOS KALLIS received his MSc from the Department of Civil Engineering at the Imperial College, London
in 1994. He did his PhD at the Department of Environmental Studies at the University of the Aegean, Mytilini,
Greece. He worked as a project manager and researcher at the Environmental Planning Laboratory at the
University of the Aegean, Athens, Greece. Giorgos was affiliated with the University of California at Berkeley as
a Marie Curie post-doc fellow in the Energy and Resources Group until 2007. Currently, he is working as ICREA
researcher and Adjunct Professor at the Institute of Environmental Science and Technology at the Universidad
Autonoma de Barcelona.

ALEX LOFTUS gained his undergraduate degree came from the University of Edinburgh (1998) and his
Master’s from Queen’s University in Canada (2001). Whilst at Queen’s he carried out fieldwork in Buenos Aires,
reinforcing a conviction that the Washington Consensus is a deeply perilous venture and confirming the ways in
which critical academic work could contribute to understandings of the possibility for alternative futures. His
doctoral research at the University of Oxford focused on the politics of water provision in Durban, South Africa
and continued to build on such convictions in what is, perhaps, an even more contradictory city. After finishing
the DPhil (2005) he was awarded an RCUK academic fellowship at Royal Holloway, University of London,
becoming a lecturer there in 2010, then moving to King’'s College London in 2012.

JOHN O'NEILL is Professor of Political Economy at the University of Manchester and currently the director of
the Political Economy Institute. Before coming to Manchester, he was professor of philosophy at Lancaster
University and has also held posts at the University of Sussex and the University of Wales. He is a member of
the Society and Environment Research Group and the Centre for Democracy and Elections. He is on the
editorial boards of a number of journals including New Political Economy, The Journal of Applied
Philosophy, and Historical Materialism. He has been involved in a number of European projects on
environmental policy.

ERIK SWYNGEDOUW is Professor of Geography in the School of Environment and Development at
Manchester University. He was professor of Geography at Oxford University and Fellow of St. Peter's College
until 2006. His research interests include political-ecology, urban governance, democracy and political power,
water and water resources, the political-economy of capitalist societies, and the politics of globalisation. He has
published over 100 papers on these themes. Recent books include Urbanising Globalisation (co-edited, OUP
2003), Social Power and the Urbanization of Water - Flows of Power (OUP 2004) and In the Nature of Cities
(co-edited, Routledge, 2006). A monograph on Nature, Modernity and Spain, 1898-2010 is forthcoming with MIT
Press.

PHIL WOODHOUSE is a Professorin the School of Environment and Development at the University of
Manchester. After training as an agricultural scientist at Oxford (BA) and Reading (PhD), Philip Woodhouse
worked in Mozambique for eight years for the National Agronomy Research Institute and the Food and
Agriculture Organisation of the United Nations. Since returning to the UK he has been based first at the Open
University and subsequently at Manchester. He has undertaken research in a number of countries in
Francophone West Africa, southern Africa, and East Africa. He has also collaborated on research in Brazil.
Philip Woodhouse was Head of the Institute for Development Policy and Management from 2003 to 2006, and
in 2007-8 he served as a member of the Development Studies sub-panel of the RAE 2008 (Research
Assessment Exercise) for the Higher Edication Funding Council for England (HEFCE).
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